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19 CBI ofﬁcers get Pre51dent s medal

NEW DELHI: O, P. Galhotra, who
investigated the Bofors case,
and Rishiraj Singh, who ar-
rested Buta Singh’s son on
corruption charges, are
among 19 CBI officers hon-
oured with this year’s police
medals,

-Mr. Ga.lhotrawashonoured
with the President’s Police

Medal for Distinguished Ser-'

vice. He is a 1985-batch IPS

officer from Rajasthan, and is . §
presently Joint Director of -

the CBI, heading the Special
Task Force.

Besides helping the agency
in cutting down pending ¢as-
es, the officer handled high-
profile cases like the Bofors
arms deal. Very recently, he
led the team which allegedly
exposed corruption in the
Ordnance factory, leading to
the arrest of former Chair-

man-cum Managing Director -

Sudipto Ghosh. .

Rishiraj Singh, a 1985 batch
IPS officer from Maharash-
tra, presently Joint Director
of the Western Region, ar-
rested Sarabjot Singh, son of
the Chairman of the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes Buta Singh, on alleged
corruption charges.

Arun Kumar, a 1985 batch
IPS officer from U.P. was also
honoured with the same
award. He investigated a case
where the Delhi Police's Spe-

cial Cell wrongly arrested two

CBI officers O. P. Galhotra, Arun Kumar, Rishi Raf
Singh and D. N. Biswas who have been awarded
President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Serwce
on the qccasion of Independence day

people , The CBI team under
his command revealed that
the two had been framed.

-This led to action against the

three Specjal cell officials.
Additional Superintendent

.

of Police D. N. Biswas was alsd
awarded the Presidential Po-

lice medal for Distinguished

Service. Deputy Inspector
General Hemant Priyadarshy

and Zaki Ahmed, and Super-

intendent of Pohce N. M

;> Singh were among 15 officials
" honoured with this year’s Po-

lice Medal for Mentonous
Service. .

Among others, Additional
SP Hari Singh Gurawaria,
Deputy SPs Ghanshyam Rai,
S. X. Sareen, Inspectors Ka-
laimani Gopalan, Kumaresan
Krishnaswamy, sub-inspec-
tors Manak Chand, Ravinder
Kumar, ASI Bansi Dhar Tiwa-
ri, head constables Dilbagh

. Khatri, Rawel Singh, and con-

stables Harpal Singh and K.
Abdul Rasheed were hon-
oured. — PTI

ITPO GM awarded

" Special Correspondent re-
ports from New Delhi: ‘

Vikram Sahgal, Deputy In-
spector-General of the CRPF
and currently General Man-
ager with the Indian. Trade
Promotion Organisation, has
been awarded the: Police
Medal for Meritorious Ser-
vice. He is now in charge of
security at the Pragati Mai-

" dani exhibition complex.

Dealing with various kinds

“of law and order problems re-

lated to terrorism in Punjab,

Jammu & Kashmir and the

Northeast, he has also had the
distinction of having served
with the National Security
Guard . during operation
“Black Thunder,® and- the
elite Rapid Action Force. -
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Shooting messengers

ONE OF the ironies of India’'s vibrant
democracy — whose 63rd anniversary we
celebrate today — is that, while freedom of
speech is enshrined in the Constitution,
those who use it for the greater public good
are often the ones who are the most
- adversely affected by it. Take the case of
- two investigative journalists — Anirnddha
Bahal and Suhasini Raj — who were instru-
mental in exposing the cash-for-question
scandal in Parliament. Instead of being
hailed for exposing 11 Members of Parlia-
ment for taking money for asking ques-
tions, they have been charged by the Delhi
Police for offering bribes to the members
of parliament in the sting operation.

Some will argue, wrongly in our view, that
it was entrapment, bhut it was not. First, the
journalists were acting for a greater public
good — that of ensuring probity in public
life, If the MPs in question were honest,
then, videotape or not, they should have
refused the money. Instead they gleefully
accepted it. But now, along with them, the
two journalists have been listed as co-

accused for offering them the bribe.
©  Second, if bribe-giving in a sting operation

is a erime, then, by the strictest definition of
the law, the hundreds of CBI and local police
officers who often give bribes to catch a cor-
rupt publie official are equally culpable. -

The double-standards of the Delhi Police -

and indeed the administration srnack more
of vendetta than of an adherence to the let-
ter and the spirit of the law. The right of
journalists to report freely is a manifesta-
tion of the freedom of speech that we have
been given by our constitution. To thwart
that right is to defy the constitution.
Someone once said that the law is an ass.
- That’s not true, it is the officers of the law
who apply it in this asinine way who resem-
ble that noble beast of burden.
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A missing khazana

THE CBIs hopes to find a khazana at the resi-

dence of an erstwhile PSU chief were dashed. It
seems he was tipped off about the impending

raid by his powerful country cousins. Although

CBI claims to have found “incriminating” evi-
dence, the prized possessions, like an invaluable
Ravi Varma piece of art, were moved in time
to a safer haven. « - -

 According to the CBI's information, the
painting and artefacts were serial gifts by a
deadbeat debtor, a stee] baron who later was a
defaulter to the very same PSU to the tune of

a thous_and croms!
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New currency note paper

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hyderabad, 14 August :

eserve Bank of India Gov-
rnor D Subbarao has said
anew facﬂlty would soon be
set up in the country for pro-
ducing paper for currency

‘notes.

“The Government of In-
dia and the RBEI have resolved
to set up a modern facility for
producing paper for curren-
cy notes in the country. Though

‘there is a facility right now at

Hoshangabad, it is an old one,
The new facility is intended
to check fake currency notes,”
Subbarag said here today.

He also denied reports that

fake notes showing a value .
of Rs 1.65 lakh crore are in cir--

culation in the country.,

“Those reports are wrong. '
As per a report we brought out”

two days ago, there are about
three to six (fale currency) pieces
per milfion, which is quite in tme
with intermational standards.

But, we are not undermining the

problem. Fake currency is a prob-
lem,” Subbarao said. ‘

" While the cireulation of fake
currency within the banking
system was a concern of the
RBI, what happens outside the

banking system was not under .

its control, he pointed out.

" Agencies like the CBIwere .
handling the problem and try-
ing to curb circulation of fake

currency, Subbarao added.

. Design, not template, ,

compromised: CBI .
The CBI clarified on Friday that
the 2005 design of currency
notes, especially of Rs 500 and
Rs 1,000 denominations, had
been “compromised” and a team
was formed to find out how and
to what level it was done.

unit to be setup: RBI'

RBI Governor D Subbarao denled reports that
fake notes showing a value of Rs 1.65 lakh crore
were in circulation in the country. He said,

, accordmg to the central bank report, there were
3-6 pieces of counterfeit currency permillion

 With the technological ad: *

vancement, the counterfeiters
know about the kind of pa- °
per and ink that is being used

in making currency notes and '

not the security template,”
CBI spokesperson said.

The template is the top se- ’

cret plate which is used for

" printing the currency.

By using the word “com-
promised”, the CBI means that

_ the counterfeiters have deep

knowledge of the kind of spe-
. cial ink, paper and other in-
. g‘ed:ents that go into the mak-

mg of currency notes.
Giving the details of the

a: team that has been formed

to investigate the leak of the
design, the official said: “A spe-
cial team has been formed
which consists of officers from
CBI, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, RB] and Central
Forensic Science Laboratory.”
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Shoplan case: SIT raids hospltal

TRIBUNE News Ssmncs

Smmm\a, AuGUST 14 D

team (SIT) probing the
Shopian incident raided the
Pulwama district hospital
late last évening and seized

certain material in its .

attempt to determine as to

“how forensic samples from

two victims were changed.
‘A team of officials headed
by Shahdin Malik inspected

- the hospital’s lab and record-

ed statements and tried to

reconstruct events jeading to
Ca N T

. the preparauon of the shdes
- of victiras vaginal swabs that
" - werelater changed.

The special investigation

.The SIT’s action comes
even as the government has
announced to hand over

the probe to the CBI sub-

ject to High Court’s

approval as it is supervis--
_ing the investigation.

The SIT has little worth-
while to show despite
being constituted soon

"after actions of the local

police came under public

scrutiny for its alleged
-omissions and commis- -

sions after the bodies of
Neelofar Jan and Asiya Jan
were found on May 30.
The attempts’ of the SIT
headed by 'IG Farooq

. Ahmad have been solely -

based upon the presump-
tion that police or CRPF
personnel are likely culprits

7 as it took blood samples of
" many of them, and hoping

that the DNA profiles of

. some of them would match

with that of sperms found in
the victims’ sexual organs.
That hope gone now and lit-

tle else to show for, the SIT .-

hasbecnafaﬂu:esofar

. official sources said. _
"~ Suchhas been its passwe- '

ness in such a sensitive case

- that it did not raid the hos-

pital till yesterday or ques-
tion the doctors, especially
Dr Nighat Shaheen, who ..
was responsible for collect-
ing and sealing those sam-
ples, found to be fabricated .
by CFSL, New Delhi.

The Division Bench of the
High Court headed by Chief

. Justice Barin Ghosh would
- meeton August 18 todecide’

its next course of action.
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CBI: Notes
design copied,

not template

New Delhi, Aug. 14: The
CBI on Friday clarified that
the 2005 design of currency
notes, especially of Rs 500
and Rs 1,000 denomina-
tions, had been “compro-
mised” and a tcam has been
formed to find out how and
on what level it was done.
“With the technological
advancement, the counter-
feiters know about the kind
of paper and ink that is
being used to make curren-
cy notes and not the securn-
ty template,” a - CBI
spokesperson said. The
template is the top secret
plate used for printing the
currency. By using the
word “compromised”, the
CBI means the counterfeit-
ers have knowledge about
the kind of special ink that
go into the making of cur-
rency notes. —FTi
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by trigger-happy policemen.

The court has set up a th-
ree-member committee of sen-
ior IPS officers to investigate
afresh the June 2004 killing of
Ishrat by the crime branch of
the state police, at least three
of whose officials are now be-
hind bars for an alleged fake
encounter in 2005 that killed
Schrabuddin Sheikh.

Ishrat, then 19 and a first-
year student at GN Khalsa Col-
lege in Matunga, Mumbai,
was shot dead while travelling
in a car along with three oth-
ers on the outskirts of Ahmed-
abad on June 15, 2004.

Also in the car were Pune-
based Javed Shaikh alias
Pranesh Pillai, Ajmal Ali
Rana from Kashmir and Jisan
Johar from Pakistan. Ishrat
was apparently known to
Javed, who, the police
claimed, haq trained in terror

————— st B SRR o
P
jeipbey T el

A
B i Jovitity o Mo,

e T 1 iy TR
ety Do R Ty
Wy TR L o ey

fratng ——

camps in Pakistan.

The city crime branch,
then headed by the now jailed
IPS officer D.G. Vanzara, had
claimed that all four were
Lashkar operatives out on a
mission to kill chief minister
Narendra Modi. Vanzara, Ra-
jkumar Pandian, also an IPS
officer, and Narendra Amin,
the then deputy superinten-
dent of police, were among the
crime branch officers in-
volved in the “encounter”.

All three are now lodged in

Sabarmati Central Jail for the

alleged encounter in which
Sohrabuddin was killed in No-
vember 2005.

o Soon after her daughter’s ‘

‘ The_'l‘e]egraph report on the alleged enoountér

death, Ishrat’s mother Shami-

ma Kausar had challenged the

Gujarat police claim that the

student was also a terrorist’

and demanded a CBI probe
into the alleged encounter. She
said Ishrat was killed in a fake
encounter and was not linked
to any terrorist organisation.

Five years passed but noth-
ing happened, Now with the
Supreme Court monitoring
the re-investigation of 2002 ri-
ot cases, the scanner has also
shifted to the so-called encoun-
ter deaths that have taken pla-
ce in the Narendra Modi
regime, :

Shamima’s lawyer Mukul
Sinha argued in court that the

HULDOULL W LTUULLUTLL LIIE SLdle=
ment is also from the crime
branch, the encounter was
carried out by the crime
branch and the investigation
was also carried out by the
crime branch. Therefore, one
cannot expect fair investiga-
tion from the same agency,”
Zhaveri said.

_ The court set up a high-
level committee — headed by
an officer of the rank of addi-
tional director-general of po-
lice — to carry out & fresh in-
vestigation and submit a re-
port within three months.

Zhaveri randomly picked
out three names from a list of
IPS officers provided by the
government, The panel will be
headed by additional director-
general of police Pramod

. Kumar, The other members

are Ahmedahad joint commis:
sioner Mohan Jha and deputy
inspector-general J K, Bhatt, &


















