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VS left to own dewses
but infighting not over

By removing Kerala Chief
Minister V.8. Achuthanandan
from the Politburo, the CPM
has treaded the middle path.
Action could have been
harsher.

Had a section of the
Politburo led by party chief
Prakash Karat had its way,
Achuthanandan could have
been stripped of the Central
Committee membership and
the CM’s post too.

He gets to continue as the
CM because of his mass fol-
lowing, riding as he is into the
sunset of his career.

If the CPM hopes infight-
ing will end now, then good

luck to the communists. The -

CM is unlikely to give up. In
the Capital, he told reporters:
“I accept the party's decision
but I'll continue to ﬁght
against corruption.” If this
happens, they could go round
in circles again.

Achuthanandan was fated
to face action, unfairly some
would say.

The Politbure was all for
action on a belligerent CM
rather than ways to tame fac-
tionalism. Vijayan has been
handed a clean-chit.

At the root of this was
alleged wrongdoing in award
of a Rs 390-crore contract to
Canadian power firm SNC
Lavalin Inc.

The CBI named Vijayan as

an accused.

The CPM has vouched for
many CBI probes, from the
Kargil coffin case to blacklist-
ing of Isreali defence firms.
But in the Lavlin case, the
party stood by Vijayan, while
Achuthanandan refused to do
$0. The final nail in the coffin
was his public utterances
ahead of the elections that
kept the Lavlin pot boiling.

= 118 hag®hindusiantimes.com
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CBI probe sought for

missing Babri files
FARUKKHABAD: With the UP
government recommend-
ing a CBI inquiry into dis-
appearance of the
Ayodhya title case files,
the father of an official
who was the last person in
possession of the dossiers
demanded that the agency
also probe the circum-
stances of his death in an
alleged accident in 2000,
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CBI probe sought

~into Rly stafﬁng

PATNA, JUL 12

A day after Railwayw‘

Minister Mamata Banerjee

announced a review of thé
recruitment process in the,
. railways, a JD(U) leader

today sought a CBI inquiry
into the appointments
made during the tepure of
her predecessor and RJD
president Lalu Prasad.
JO(U) leader Sanjay

. Singh, MLC, accused Prasad

of engaging in large-scale

irregularities’ in appoint-

Eastern Railway during his
ministership.
-Singh, who until a few,

" weeks ago was spokesman

Ramvilas Paswan's LJP,

.alleged that 210 persons

were appointed as track-

men, gangmen and khala- .

sis without . putting out
advettisements - - and
observing the reservation

policy.. -
He also distributed a Jist

of appointees that con- .

tained names of 12 persons

from Prasad's native

Phulwaria village.
Charging Prasad with

. shedding only crocodile

tears over the plight of .

Muslims, Singh said of the
210 people appointed in

Muslims while about 150

-were the former railway
‘ mlmster s fellow castemen.
ments to fourth grade posts -
" in Gorakhpur, Ludknow and
- Varanasi divisions of Nerth

“There are hardly any

. scheduled castes and tribes
.in the list, suggesting that .

the job quota policy was
- given a go by," he said.

Singh said despnte the
JD{U) came out in August
last year with 'solid evi-
dence’ of Prasad giving
jobs to people in lieu of
larid, the then UPA govern-

.- ment did not not initiate

any . action = against

hm';—P'I‘l" ’

, violation of the norms,-
_there . were only



© " Achuthanandan himself
* - boycotted the Sunday meeting.
.-~ His supporters and counterparts

- - from West Bengal and Tripura, -
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya and -
* Manik Sarkar, aIsodxdnottmn:__

_up for the’ Sunday session,
*. clearly showing the division
" within the party on the issue,
But according .-
Achuthanandan’s aides, the 86
year-old -veteran leader was
‘feeling uneasy due to high
" blood pressure and doctors had
.- advised him rest for the day
© . Avoiding the usual media
interaction with the party gen-
. eral secretary after every cen-
tral committee meeting, the
party issued a communiqué
informing of the expulsion of

- the Kerala Chief Minister from'

. the Politburo and, rallying
behind Vijayan politically and

to .
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Old guard

P1

hows

out: Karat expels
VS from Pollthuro

Ploneer Nm Sarvloe M New Dalhi

parfy that never missed -

chance to, sermonise
others on political morality has
shown the door to one of its pil-
lars for speaking out against
corruption. The CPIQM) on
Sunday expelled Kerala Chief
Minister VS Achuthanandan
from the Politburo but left
untouched his bete noire and
State secretary Pinarayi
Vijayan, booked by the CBl in
Lavalin scam.
Achuthanandan is the
lone living Politburc member
from the lot of 32 comrades
who came together to form.
the CPI{M) in 1964. The other
two survivor of the group are
Jyoti Basu and N Shankarayya.
At the end of the two-day
central comnmittee meeting,
the CPI(M) came out with a
Press staternent, “The central
committee decided that in
view of the violations of the.
organisational - principle and
discipline by VS Achuthanan.
dan, he should be removed
from the Politburo. Achutha-

nandan is the semior-most

leader who has made a big con-
tribution to the party in Kerala.
The central committee expect-
ed VS to fulfill his responsi-
bilities as the Chief Minister
and as a leader of the party.”

" However, it is well known
that the party leadership was
unhappy with VS for not

- At the same l:lme the cen-

tral committee decided to stand .
by Vijayan, who. is the first:
senior CPI(M) leader to be ~
chargesheeted by the CBlin a

corruption case. Vijayan has to.

with the corruption charges..
The Press release said,

"The central committee is.of *

the view that Pinarayi Vijayan,

secretary of the Kerala State -
committee and the Electricity .

Minister. in  the LDF
Government between 1996 and
" 1998, was not involved in any

"corrupt practice whatsoever. _
" spoken for more than 45 min-

The central committee reiter-

ated that the party will fight the

case politically and legally.” -
“The Politburo, which met

side by side with the central - _
-that several central committee -

" committee meeting, also saw
deep division on the issue of
taking action against a leader

like Achuthanandan, who has

.appear before the CBI courton
‘September 24 in connection

backing its stand on the
Lavalin scam and favouring
action against Vijayan in the
corruption case.

“T am accepting the party’s
decision. But my stand on the
Lavalin corruption case will
not change,” Achuthanandan
told reporters. He was talking
to the media at Kerala House
before leaving for Thiruvanan-
thapuram. However, he did not

‘respond te questions on

whether he would continue as
the Chief Minister. “I have
nothing more to say,” he said-
before entering his car while
securityrnen pushed off the
large contingent of mediaper-
sons clamouring for hxs
response.

Sources said the central
comrmittee was sharply divid-
ed on action against VS, but
CPIL(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat insisted that
the Kerala Chief Minister
must be punished for dis-
obeying the party direction.

" Continued on Page 4
See also Page 5

Old ua ard hnme mli- Karat nvpnle

mass fol]omngm Kerala andi 1s

. mption Sources said at least
seven oOf the 15 PB members

_ Vijayan, but Karat vehement-
ly objected to it and said the
party should stick to its stand -
that the Lavalin case was poht-

. '<1cal]y motivated, -

: Sitaram Yechury. Brinda
- Karat, Buddhdeb Bhattacharya,
Biman Bose, Manik Sarkar, MK <:
. Pandhe and Mohammed Amin_°
“were the Polithuro mermbers
who wanted action against

Vijayan. At Saturday’s Polithuro -

meeting, - Manik Sarkar had .

utes against Karat's stand and
demanded the removal of
Vijayan from all party posts.

-+ The Pioneer has learned

members -demanded action
against Vijayan. According to
reliable information, they

seen as a crusader against cor-

demanded action against.

claimed that the party will pay
a heavy price for taking action
-against a leader of VS' stature

*and demanded Vijayan's

removal from party posts. * .
* They pointed out that in
- the past, the CPI(M) had often
. sought resigriation of leaders of
other political parties if they
:were indicted by CAG or
"booked by CBL In the case of
Vijayan, he was strongly cen-
:sured by CAG, and CBI has
' prirna facie found a case of cor-
_ruption . against him. But
Karat's ‘strong endorsement
of Vijayan and appeal to protect
.him legally and politically was
accepted by the party forum.
There were reports that

- Achuthanandan did not agree

to meet Karat after the CC
meeting, Interestingly, howev-
er, Pinarayi did call on
Achuthanandan though the
meeting lasted less than a
mirnute.
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Karat’s Ieadershlp
faces challenges

'PNS Ml New Delhi

he decision to remove

Kerala Chief Minister VS
Achuthanandan from the
party’s highest decision-making
_body — Politbhuro — could
prove costly for the CPM in the
coming days. The two-day long
central committee meeting
which ended here on Sunday
was a house” divided as it
sharply questmned the deci-
sions of its general secretary
Prakash Karat.

The diction to act against .

Achuthanandan and protecting

_Vuayan. endorsed by Karat :

was vehemenily objecied toby
none other than Karat's close
associate Sitaram Yechury, who
.along with seven other
Politburo members, including
Brinda Karat, argued for penal-
ising Vijayan. This is for the
- first time after 1996 that a gen-
eral secrétary’s decision was
opposed in the CPM, :
In 1996, the then general
secretary - Harkishen Surjeet

was vetoed by members for

proposing Jyoti Basu for Prime
‘Minister’s post. The veto move
was led by Karat and it turned
out to be source of a great &go
clash between him and
Somnath Chatterjee, say sev-
eral party insiders.

In the past, Yechury has
inevitably deputed t¢ handle

the media. But this timé, his -

absence was conspicuous. The
CPM has literally put a gag
-order on all its members to
interact with the media.
Another notable fact was

Tripura Chief Minister Manik -

Sarkar's decision to keep av«w
from meet on the second day

" on Sunday Sarkar had sharply

questioned Karat's stand on
the Lavalin corruption case on
the first day of the meeting and
demanded the expulsion of

. Vijayan from the party posts.

“We had taken a painful
decision. Let us wait and watch
the outcome of it,” said a
Politburo member, after com-
ing out of the meeting, The
party’s central leadership is
crossing its fingers on the
future action ~  of
Achuthanandan. “I am not
sure whether he would con-
unuemthepamlamnotalso
sure wheiher he womummam
as Chief Minister. I am really
sad for him,” he added. )

According  to sources,
Karat prevented voting, which
might have gone in favour of
Achuthanandan, Qut of the 15-
member Politburo, Vijayan
was backed only by SS

Ramachandran Pillai and

Kodiyeri Balakrishnan, The
central committee also report-
edly suggested Vijayan's
expulsion, but Karat came to
his rescue.

There were suggestlons to
sack Vijayan and appoint
Ramachandran Pillai as State
secretary in Kerala, State Local
Administration Minister and
central committee member
Paloli Muhammed Kutty's

‘name was also propped up for

the post of State secretary’s
post. Several members advised
Vuawan to make suo moto res-
ignation offer ' before
September 24, the day he s to
appear before the CBI court.
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AIMING to put an Jf
. end to the bitter [
- infighting in - its

-CPM today axed its
- stajwart and Kerala
* Chief

P-1

CPM axes VS
from politburo

fStands by his:

PBD BUREAY/PTI

NEW DELHI; JULY 12,

Kerala unit, the

rival Vij jayan]

Minister . V5

- Achuthanandan from' the
. party’s politburo for violat-
‘ing “discipline while it

-

stood by his arch rival
- Pinari Vijayan.

-The" 86- year—old senior-
~ most. leader in the CPM -
who also faced the action.

; by its Central-Committee

. referred
‘ Lavalin

"-prosecuted by

fot violating drganisational
‘principle would however
_continue  as’ the Chief~"

" Minister as well as a- mem— .

_beri of the party’s central -
committee.
Achuthanandan'’s pnme
detractor and Kerala: party
:secretary Pinarayi Vijayan
emerged unscathed as the .
Central Committee merely’
to the SNC
contract . case
invelving him and said he

-was “not involved in any

corrupt practice whatsoev-

er.” The party said it would
fight -theLavalif case, in

"which" - Vijayan is being

. both
- politically and legally L
-After a two-day eet-

* ing "here to discuss the

issue, = - the’ Central -

Committee authorised the

_politburo ‘to take “neces-

sary ‘steps” to implement
its decisions on the ongo- -
ing factionalism. =
Achuthanandan said he.
‘accepted the decision “1 -
" accept the decision taken
by the party”s .Central.
:Committee. I haven noth-
ing more to say to the peo-; '
‘ple of Kerala,” he said. :
But Vijayan refused . to
. comment. “I cannot com-
ment on this. The general
secretary will speak about

- this,” he said. Both Vijayan |

,and Achuthanandan were
suspended from the polit--
buro two years ago for tak-" -

,ing their differences to the.
Jpublic fora but were taken'

: back : .

* The CPM also asked the -
Kerala party unit to “unify
the entire party and go to
the people with the politi-
‘cal and organisational
‘tasks “which have been -
spelt out in the review of

" the Lok Sabha elections,” a

" party statement said. The .

. infighting had cost the
CPM heavily ‘in Kerala in
the polls when its tally
“came down to four. )
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CBI probe sought
into OSD’s death

PBD BUREAU/PTI

did notdieina -
railway accident as

Ram Manohar Lohia
hospital, Subhash told -
me that the briefcase he |
was carrying contained .

FARURKHABAD, JULY 12

WITH UP Government '

recommending a CBI

inquiry into disappear- :
ance of Ayodhya title . - -

case files, the father of
an official who was the
last person in posses--
sion of the dossiers *
today demanded that
the agency also probe”
the circumstances of his

death in an alleged acci- -

dent.

"The mystery of miss-
ing files, which my son
was carrying to Delhi,
lies in his death under
suspxcnous circum-
stances in 2000. If the
mystery behind his - .
death is solved, those
reésponsible for missing
files can be nailed,”
Subhashbhan Sadh .
Sadh's father Veerbhan
said.

Sadh, who was an

Officer on Special Duty - .

in Communalism’
Control Cell of Homé

ing Ayodhya dispute

related files to Delhito
present them before the -

Liberhan Commission .
when he diedinan".
alleged accident. .
However, Veerbhan
said that he was not._ .
conviniced with the
police theory. .
He alleged that his son

claimed by the police,

planned manner, with
the sole objectlve of

“misplacing” Ayodhha

related files,
"Before his death at

important files related
to Ayodhya and 1984
Sikh riots, but when it -

was handed over tome

" by Delhi police-the. - !
briefcase was empty and
the files were missing,"
Veerbhan alleged. . .
He claimed that he . -
later met the then .
Secretary, Home, to
inform him about the

" sequence of events and

demanded a probe into
Sadh's death,
Chief Minister

"""Mayawati had on July

10 recommended a CBI

*inquiry in connection

with the 23 important

- files on the Ayodhya

suit which have gone
missing.

"It had been found
that 23 files connected -
with the Ayodhya case
have gone missing

. between 1991-2000,

‘when the BJP was in "

“power in the state,

which is a very serious
matter and therefore a

CBl inquiry has been _
recommended and a let

“ter in this connection .

has been sent to the cen
tral government,”

"' Mayawati had told .
Department, was carry-

, reporters. -
According to the *.

_state home department,.

she said the files - -
were with OSD Subhagh

* .Bhan who died in a .

train accident in 2000 -
while going to appear

" before the leerhan N
"L commission. E

The files mE]uded

, some correspondence .

between the then prime

. minister Jawaharlal =
.. Nehru and the then
and was killed in a pre-.

chief minister ~ . ..
Govind Ballah "'-;""-’"

. Pantin 1949 which

. came to light when the

#, {High:Court hearing the-

-' . title suits asked for.. 'y
seven documents, she

said.

The govemment has
already filed an FIR ~
with the Hazratganj

' . police station here in _
-connection with the . -

missing files.
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CBI blame on

Maya for delay

lPr&TrustofIndla

NEW DELHI, 12 JULY: CBI
has- accused Uttar Pradesh
chief . minister - Miss
Mayawati of being responsi-
ble for the delay in filing its -
chargesheet in the dispropor-
tionate assets ‘case regiStered
against her and also for mak- -
ing “baseless”- charges. of -
harassment and humihation.
" In"a 12-page affidavit; the
CB! * has . informed the
Supreme Court that on its-
part it had completed its.

probe in the DA case ggamst the BSP supremo :

and her relatives.

it is the petmoner who dos not want con- -

;clusxon of the investigation and at the same
‘time 1 baselessly alleging harassment ‘and
‘humiliation due to ongoing pfobe. The so-
called delay in conclusion of the probe of the

:case has been caused by the petitioner herself,”
i the CBI said its counter affidavit in the court.’

“'The matter which was listed for hearing on

Pradesh’s -~ . Additional
Advocate General Mr Shail
Kumar Dwivedi yesterday
told a Bench headed by

. Chief" . Justice

‘Balakrishnan that the state
government would file- a

. counter o the agencY’s af fl-‘
dawt.

~ affidavit filed by Mayawatl

““tioner never : wanted - the
mvestlgatlon to be concluded, which is clear
‘from series of representations filed by the

petitioner and her relatives expressing shock™ -

About her claimn that a CBI official had vis-
ited BSPs Parliament Member Brijesh
Pathak’s house on:or before 22 July, 2008

“seeking support for UPA government at the -

Centre, the CBI denied it vehemently saymg it

" was an attempt to malign the reputation of~

- the CBL--

-13 July has been adpumed '
for two months after Uttar -

K -G

The C]éI, wlule gwmg a.:'
point-by-point reply to the"

in the court, said “the peti- -

Hindustan Times
ND 13/7/2009 p-8

"MAYA DELAYING

CHARGESHEET IN
ASSETS PROBE’ .

= Mayawati.

- Press Trust of India

® letters®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
accused Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Mayawati of being -
responsible for the delay in fil-
ing its chargesheet in the dis-
proportionate assets (DA) case
registered against her and also
for making “baseless” charges
of harassment and humiliation.
In a 12-page affidavit, the CBI
has informed the Supreme
Court that it had completed its
probe in the DA case against
Mayawati and her relatives.
“..it is the petitioner, who
does not want conclusion of the
mvestlgatlon and at the same
time is baselessly alleging
harassment and humiliation

.due to ongoing probe. The so-

called delay in conclusion of the
probe of the case has been
caused by the petitioner her-
self,” the CBI said its counter
affidavit in the court.

The matter, which was list-
ed for hearing on July 13, has:
been adjourned for two months
after UP's Additional Advocate
General Shail Kumar Dwivedi
told a SC Bench that the state
government would file a count-
er to the agency’s affidavit.
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New Delhi, July 12: The
CBI has accused Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
Mayawati of being respon-
sible for the delay in filing
its chargesheet in the dis-
proportionate assets case
registered against her and
also for making “baseless”
charges of harassment and
humiliation.

In a 12-page affidavit, the
CBI has informed the
Supreme Court that on its
part.it had completed its
probe in the DA case against
the BSP supremo and her
relatives. “.It is the peti-

Asian Age ND 13/07/2009

CBI: Maya delaymg chargesheet

DA probe

Mayawati

tioner, who does not want
conclusion of the investiga-
tion and at the same time is
baselessly alleging harass-
ment and humiliation due to

the ongoing probe. The so-.

called delay in conclusion
of the probe of the case has
been cansed by the petition-
er herself,” the CBI said in
its counter affidavit in the
court. The matter which was
listed for hearing on July 13
has been adjourned for two

- months after UP’s addition-

al advocate-general Shail
Kumar Dwivedi on
Saturday told a bench that
the state government would

_file a counter to the agency’s
affidavit. The CBI, while -

giving. a point-by-point
reply to the affidavit filed by

Ms Mayawati in the court,
said, “The petitioner never
wanted the mvesugauon to
be concluded, which is clear’
from series of representa-
tions filed by the petitioner
and her relatives expressing
shock.” About her claim that
a CBI official had visited
BSP’s MP Brijesh Pathak’s
house on or befere July 22,

- 2008 seeking support for the

UPA government at the
Centre, the CBI denied it
vehemently saying that it
was an attempt to malign
the reputauon of the CBL
—P11
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CBI fires salvo at Mayawati

P-1

-Blames her for chargesheet delay-in DA case-

PBD BUREAU/PTI
NEWDELHI JUI.Y .-

7.

CENTRAL

‘of being responsible for the delay
in filing its chargesheet.in the dis-
proportmnate assets case regls—
tered against her and also for mak-

-ing "baseless” charges of harass-
‘ment and humiliation.

CBI has informed the Stipreme |
* Court that on its part it had complet- *
‘ed its prebe in the DA case against

the BSI-" chief and her relatives.
-+ "..it is the petitioner, who does
not want conclusion of the investi-

gation and at the same time is -

 Bureau = Q'f
Investigation has accused Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Mayawati

baselessly - alleging harassment’
and humiliation due to ongoing:

probe. The so-called delay in con-
clusion of the probe of the case has

~ been caused by the petitioner her-

self,” the CBI 8aid in affidavit.

The matter which was listed fo.rj
'hearmg on July 13 has been

adjourned for two months after o

UP's Additional Advocate General
yesterday told a SC bench that,the

. state government: would file a

counter to the agency's affidavit. =
The CBL, while replying to affi- -

" davit filed by Maya in ‘the court,”
" said “the .petitioner never wanted: -
- the investigation to be concluded, :
. which is clear from series of repre-.

sentations filed by the petitioner.
and her relatives expressing shock." "
- About her claim that a CBI offi-
cial had visited BSP's Parliament:
Member Brijesh Pathak's house on

or before July 22, 2008 seeking' - .

support for UPA government, the

" CBI denied it vehemently saying it
" was an attempt to malign the rep- :
'-utanon of the Central agency. - -
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Patil moves
court seeking
hail; one more
in GBI custody

PTt = Mumbai

Suspended NCP MP
Padamsinh Patil, arrested
in connection with the 2006
murder of Congress leader
Pawanraje Nimbalkar, has
approached a sessions court
seeking bail, even as CBI
today took the custody of -
another accdsed in the case.

Patil, who is lodged at the
Taloja jail in Navi Mumbai,
has filed a bail application
before the Alibaug sessions
court stating he has been
falsely implicated in the case.

The court will hear the
plea on Tuesday when the
CBI will file its reply: In his
bail application, Patil
claimed he was not involved
in the case and has been
falsely implicated by the
CBI, which is relying solely
on the statement of co-
accused Parasmal Jain, who
has named Patil as the main
conspirator. !

The CBI in its reply will
oppose the hail plea on the
ground that it has enough
evidence to prove Patil's
involvernent in the case.Patil
in his plea has also alleged
that the CBI was leaking
selective information to the
media, . T

Meanwhile, z local cour}
in Panvel today remanded
Kailash Yadav, Bahujan
Samaj Party activist, to CBI
custody till July 15. Yadav,
who was brought to Mumbai
yesterday from Uttar
Pradesh, has been accused
of arranging the two shoot-
ers —Pintu Singh and
Dinesh Tiwari — who
allegédly shot dead
Nimbalkar on June 3, 2006
at Navi Mumbai. Yadav has
a previous criminal record
and multiple cases are reg.
istered against him in Uttar
Pradesh. According to the
CBI, the motive behind the
murder was political and
business rivalry as
Nimbalkar had exposed
Patil's alleged illegal finan-
cial transactions in sugar
factories in Osmanabad.
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Padamsinh Patil
seeks hail

MUMBAL: Suspended NCP
MP Padamsinh Patil,
arrested in connection
with the 2006 murder of
Congress leader
Pawanraje Nimbalkar, has
approached a sessions
court seeking bail, even as
the CBI on Sunday took

p1

"the custody of another -

accused in the case. — PTI
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